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508 South Water Street (formerly Penn Street), REY
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Mary and Anthony Gadelski (1958)

Warehouse

Built 1817-1818, this is an interesting survival
of early waterfront commercial building.

PART I, HISTORTCAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1. Original and subsequent owners: Information furnished
by M. R. Maurer, Executive Secretary of ithe Philadelphia
Historical Commission, on August 8, 1955 «

Oct. 21, 1779 MATTHEW CLARKSON esq., & Mary h/w and Bdward Bonsall,
house carpenter, and Hannah h/w grant to Robert Bridges,
house carpenter, a lot 20" x 130, extending from Front
St. to Penn (now Water Street) (Deed: D-13-113)

ROBERT BRIDGES, houme carpenter, died lesving & will of

Voverber
red story wrick i ﬂebsuﬂge on the sovtheramost 18!

2, ;79u and belng selzed of thiz lot and a

thereof, his property was willed Lo his elght children.
{(Zee MA-15- u_Lu)
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Tripertite deed hebaeen MARY DRIDGES, soingber, JEMIMA
SRIDGES, widow,
tour & memsvage end lot, 18' x 130! (Deed: pR-13-618},
7

grants Lo

18
Ao, and Joln Lauou4' mevehait, g

On March 9, 1818, he iz granted a strip of land on
Penn Sb., 2% x 35', contlguouns ito the lot on the Ns.
(See MR-19-238)
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20, 1850 Peter Jawretche and Frencis Tro ”Tﬁl execulors of the

wiil of JOHM LATOUR, morchant, graat Lo Daniel Green,
Levern— ?ﬁ:;ﬂf: 2lil those mesmugges and Two conbiguous
lote, 14 » 120!, olus & strip 2° x 55, (Deed GUC-

78157 )
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July 14,

Lewls C. fpesne, ¢t sl., helrs of DARKIRL GHEENE,

Lavern-kceper ““aﬁu to Cherles 3, Greeng, all t1
right, title and interest in the same prems. On
ﬁuwuuu 3, 1885, iary Greene, in hew own vight as
evecubrix and lesatee under the will of Denlel Green
and Elesnor J. Greenc, gives deed of confirmation to

Cherles 3.

cene Tor the above nrens, JInformetion

T
obteined fLJT “he “ocords of trensfers in Heglsbry
. =7
Unit, Department of Records (Dceoql



Ocu. 10, 1a&Ls W Flizebeth P.
pEralint=IN /Iniora n obteined from the
ferg in Regictey Uniy, Devartnent of

Fov. 30, 1884  ELLWOOD PCVELL and ELIZABE]

Greome The sme vrens,
the records of frensfers
of Roeorde (Dewsds)”
Nov., 19, 193/  BSusen M, Greens, Clare
executory fnd wrusteos of
Susen H. Greene, grant_b
hAr the some owems., I
records of trenglers L
Eecords {Deeds)”
Prosent /19527 Mnbhony Cadelsli and dary hiw
Oumners: (Purchase recorded Hovember 19, 1914)
Lots ront St. 82! 4" 8 Lombard St
ront: 18!
epth: E abt & rt angle o Front 56, 757,
tnen on tie M o line & further width
of 2% end exbtending of bthat widih
of 20" in fwrther depth 55" to
Water St.
Strucivwres; 2 sbory brick shor on Fronu S,
2. Date of evection: Latowr epparently bHuilt the warehouse

in 187-18316 seon afler acqguiring the property.

o be modern snd
ight., There are

3. Alterations:
the chimney
no ovher ay

The window frames sphesr
o hove been cut down in he
narent alterations.

4. Sources of Inlormwtion: Inlerviey with Jamnes Dallesi,
The Aitheneun, ledelphia, Pa., by James C iassey,
Julﬂ 30, 1850, Imterview with The Very Heverend Joseoh
k. Cewley, 5. J., St. Joseph's e Churcn Philadelphia,

gt Hl Lier,
F'f“y and

DHDL'Shﬁd oy he Avthor, 1860},

(verious vears 1807

by James Glen
Philadelphia o
Seventy Yesrs
pages 198199,
1860).

3.

3
Cazr, August 8, 1958.
a_ lier Werchants, As

Philade lpﬂia'
Phi;j jelvhia Direciory

Historical Events Connected with Structuvre: RBapiismel Records

in 8t. Joseph's R. C. Church, Philadeiph ia, indilcate that

John Wexie Lstour wan born mav 28, 1795, the son of flexander
T

[
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Cochon Tetour and Catherine nee Lafie (or Lofte or Lafge). He
weg baptlised by donsiewr M. Corr on November 9, 1793, by which

time hie father had died. 1If, as these records indicate) John
Warie Latour was baptised in the Unifed Siates, he most likely
was also born in the United States.

A John Latowr is lisied as 2 merchent in Pniladelohis

directories beginming in rie Latour would



i1,

have bheen only nine

address 18 given as B

‘Hﬁ?}?ﬂf Trom 1813 wia bﬂiﬁ‘awﬂ“ Rd

263 {now 309) Souih Front. Thig iz the v

.01n¢ng the recr of the warchouse and heneo, thig
wo be the Leteur who owned the warchouce.

To 1848, John Tatour and Gompan;

aaitlon o John

i, though noy

VVET 88

B (RIS
o, 56 Jowin

nesechent, 201
wmorently in

pnl

o, In L840

“QLJL 20 !
1530 also, John Lebour, merchent, is ligto ab woth of the
1845 nddeesises. 5 for Jonn Le o, rerehant,
gre for 1851 &nd coesses LY Welnut and
L87 Bowuth Third,

Deed WO-78-167 (uoe Port I,4,1 of this report) indicates
metion by executors the will of John Isitour Decerber 20,

1850, Presumably pﬂen, Latour died in 1549 or 1350, and the
fivm continued to operate wnder his name unbil 1852, but au

2 different sddress for the lest Ttwo yeavrs. In 1360, an

uomeuhing of Latowr's business is “nQLcaued in the follov-
ing passage from dditer, Phllsdelvhis and rorehants,
papes 198-129: 1 cannct pass this corner withoui a respeci-
ful notice of Johm Tabtour, celeorated, if for nothing elue,
as the importer and very Uopulav vendor of salad, on sweeb oll.
"He was s merchant in the French ‘"ﬁda av
"reet, bt subsequently located 0 the cast
reeh, nearly cpposite (o Lombard gircet; bub
vhere, selad oll wemoriallizes him to this day.
"He dates there at azd before 1807, ., .¢

Latour's son, whoss {irst nawe was variously soelled fmlde,

imedee, Ameds, and Amodeo, was li*he in the Pailadelphia
d]fﬁCﬁorlc“ a8 either & sea captain or @h'n mazher from 1831
to 1849, I the fother was an 1mpowue“, 1% seens likely that
he and his son would have had close business declings.
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wnether here or

jo i

ey, July 1258

T, August 1956
b, Decewber 1960
tional Park Service

Frepared by James C.
Jamneg Glmn
Osmund A,
hrenliecys

ARCHITECTURAL THFQRLATION
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General Siatenent

1. Avchitectural cheracter: An Interesting end piciuresqus
swrvivel of sn corly walerfront commcicisl strucoure.

2. Condition of fabric: Fair.
Technical Degeriphbion of Exterior:

1, GOver-all dimengions: 21! x 50'-&", two-and-a-helf stories
plus cellar, recizngular plan,



HEREHOUSE

. BRLI056 (Page 4)

Foundetiono: FEobnle chone.

Wall conabrucyi o 1aid dr common bond, six or
oven rovus of A2 L;chers O one row oif hasders. TFront end
rear {eeedes nainced over briel.

Porches, auvnons, bulihes Hone.,

Chimneys: Flein sinccoed brick
ezst front hss sposrontly been

and doows: Four two-lcafl doora: plain bosyd
doors, centered on first and second floors front and
inge

reor, strap ninges, first floor Tront door sheathed
with sheed notel. Single-leal door nesr south corn
i 5o | E¥=1s) L0 Whe rear does

| * . .
gruetion simdilar o

. : windowre on each {door;
rear Lwo vwinaowe on second floor, one on faresd. Double-—
i nine L g. Window framcs com-—
e o front only--
board aad br Y nmetal shesthed oo
Tivet Cloor; wgimilar to doors
Rocf':

a. Shape, covering: Gembrel, sloped ront and rear;

w ¢

Lar paner coverod.,
b, Cornlce: Simnle brick cornice,

Tiresgque and wnusual dormer on ezst front
eting hood Lonm 1ining an iron hook
p Tronc of ' and into the doors

Jecting hood iz

c. Do-mors: o

Technicsl Descyrintion of Interiors:

1.

Floor plans: Simple open rectenguler interdor with stairwey
and hoist. A separatbe alley peagagewey rung from the front
to the raar on the souvth zide ol the firsi {loor.

J

Stairvveys: Plain vood gtalrway in the norihesst corner;
Tran door Lo hagemernt,

Flooring: Hendosw-widih board :f‘]ocﬁ“,_, un “%nis"-ecl; huge
surmmer beam Tma front to rear in the center of the build-
inr. This swwmer bosm appears o be an old ship wmast,
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7. on shwrhers and doors;

e :

e, Ling:  On dhe oouwsh glde of tho second ooy there
aopears Lo have been a forge; the i g4 deevn
end &' wide.  There fie no oihe a

1. General geibing apd orientation: Building faces east on
2 buili-wo city surced.

2, Bnclopures: Booaprd fonce around vwesr yverd.,

<

the werehouse and facing on
row house (buili e, 1779-
snee Tor many rears,

A ‘?fqe ry \,ar or
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4. Isndscaping: Home cxcent small resr word naved with brick.
A - [ =
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Prapered by James C. Mopssey, Architec)
Natloaal Pari Service
December 1961




